
1 
 

CONTENT AND PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
This document provides background information regarding the proposed Dispatch Rider underground mine which is 
part of the Middelburg Mine Services North section. The application is undertaken by Seriti Power (Pty) Ltd (Seriti).   
 

Seriti has appointed Jones & Wagener (Pty) Ltd Engineering and Environmental Consultants (J&W) as the 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the required Scoping and Environmental 
Impact Reporting (S&EIR) process. The Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) is the competent 
authority in terms of the required environmental authorisation. 
 

The purpose of this document is to announce the proposed project to assist stakeholders to: 
 Register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) to be kept informed about further opportunities to 

participate in the proposed project; and  
 Raise any concerns they may have regarding the proposed project. 

Seriti will, in future, apply for the required Water Use Licence associated with the proposed development. 

REGISTRATION AS AN I&AP 
 

As an I&AP, you will be included in the stakeholder database and receive further documents for comment. Your 
comments will ensure that all relevant issues are incorporated. Please complete and submit the enclosed 
registration/comment sheet, call or email J&W if you wish to raise any concerns regarding the proposed project. All 
documents will be available on the internet at www.jaws.co.za. As per the requirement of the Protection of Personal 
Information Act (POPI), Act No.14 of 2013 you are herewith notified that you may exercise your right to leave the 
Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) List.  Should you elect to remain as part of the I&AP List for the study, it will be 
accepted that you have consented to being a part of the list and that your personal information will be noticeable to 
employees of J&W engaged with the public participation process.  All such employees agree not to make use of such 
personal information for whatsoever reason, without obtaining the consent of the relevant person(s).  As such, by 
participating in this process, you consent to the use of your contact information and comments for the purposes of the 
study as per the regulations. 
 

YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THE CONSULTATION SCOPING REPORT 
The Consultation Scoping Report (CSR) will be available for your review from 28 March to 4 May 2022 at public places 

(see page 5) or on the website – www.jaws.co.za.  

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ENQUIRIES: Anelle Lötter / Tolmay Hopkins 
Jones & Wagener Engineering and Environmental Consultants,  
P O Box 1434, Rivonia, 2128, Tel: 011 519 0200,  
Email: anelle@jaws.co.za / tolmay@jaws.co.za  
 

LOCALITY 

The proposed Dispatch Rider project is located within the existing Middelburg Mine Services (MMS) mining right 
boundary, except a portion of the area to be mined to the east, which forms part of the Dispatch Rider prospecting right 
area. The project is located between the towns of eMalahleni, Middelburg and Kriel, within the jurisdictional area of the 
Steve Tshwete Local Municipality (STLM) and the Nkangala District Municipality (NDM) of the Mpumalanga Province. 
The mine is situated approximately 18 km south of the town of Middelburg. 
Ingwe Surface Holdings (Pty) Ltd, owned by Seriti, is the surface rights owner for the largest part of the project area. 
The area of land on which the proposed infrastructure will be developed is owned by Ingwe Surface Holdings.The 
surface rights for the proposed underground mining area are owned by Ingwe Surface Holdings, and a part belongs to 
private landowner (RE/2 of Hartbeesfontein 399 JS).  
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PROJECT BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION 

MMS North is an  existing opencast mine, which 
supplies coal to Eskom’s Duvha Power Station. Seriti is 
contracted to supply thermal coal to this power station 
until 2034 in terms of their current Coal Supply 
Agreement. The Life of Operation Plan (LoOP) for the 
MMS North has confirmed a future shortfall of coal 
production.  
This necessitates the development of additional 
reserves in order to minimise buy-in coal and 

supplement the current volume of coal to supply the 
Duvha Power Station. 
Seriti therefore proposes to mine the No. 1, No. 2 and 
No. 4 seam coal at the Dispatch Rider section, (which 
is located in the south of the Hartbeesfontein section) 
using underground mining methods. This is expected to 
extend the current life of mine (LOM) and ensure that 
the Coal Supply Agreement is met. 

Dispatch Rider Project 
Mining of the opencast area (DW pit) in the southern portion of the Hartbeesfontein section was approved in an 

amendment of the Environmental Management Programme Report (EMPR) in 2007. The Dispatch Rider project entails 

the following: 

 Changing the mining method of the existing EMPR approved opencast area (pit DW) to underground mining;  
 Extending the underground mine to the adjacent property to the east within the Dispatch Rider prospecting right 

area; and 
 Development of infrastructure in support of the Dispatch Rider underground mine, including: 

o Adit/portal; 
o Portal sump (5 Mℓ); 
o Vent fans; 
o Electrical substation and overhead line (33 

kV unit diverted from existing power line); 
o Mine service water reservoir (15 Mℓ) 

receiving water from existing mine voids. 
Water from the Mine Service Water 
Reservoir will be pumped and distributed to 
the underground mine, as well as to the 
dust suppression system. This reservoir will 
also feed the Wash Bay Storage Tank and 
Fire Water Tanks; 

o Control room, lamp and crush room, offices 
and parking, change house and security; 

 Above ground steel water tank for the storage 
of mine impacted water with an estimated 
capacity of 10 Mℓ (referred to as the mine 
impacted water steel tank); 

 Two steel fire water tanks (expected capacity of 
2 Mℓ each); 

 Potable water tank (expected capacity of 6 Mℓ) 
supplied from the existing Usuthu pipeline; 

 Break test ramp; 
 Fuel and lube bay for the expected storage of 

50 000ℓ diesel, 30 000 ℓ hydraulic oil and 10 000 
ℓ engine oil; 

 Wash bay, workshop and stores and a water 
filtration plant. 

 

Stockpiles: Two Run of Mine (ROM) coal stockpiles (with a footprint of approximately 0.25 ha and capacity of 12 000 
tons each) will be developed in the area assigned for the stockpiles, or within the infrastructure area. 
 
Roads: No new haul roads will be developed since existing haul roads will be used. Road development will be limited 
to service roads (±8 m wide). The exact position of the infrastructure components and the service roads will be 
determined during the feasibility phase. 
 
Shafts and portals: Mining will be done using continuous miners. No shafts will be sunk for the project and the adjacent 
high wall of an old opencast pit will be used to gain access to the underground.  
Access to the No. 2 seam coal will be via an adit or portal to be established at an existing highwall. Areas of the highwall 
area will be backfilled through the normal opencast rehabilitation procedure, to create a portal area where infrastructure 
will be established for the underground mine. 
Ventilation will be self-contained units and at this stage, it is assumed that emergency exit points are not needed. A 
decline conveyor will be developed to transport coal from the underground operations to the ROM stockpiles on surface.  
 
Mined coal: The coal from the stockpiles will be loaded into trucks via front end loaders (FELs). If the raw coal is of 
acceptable quality and no washing is required, it will be transported to the existing South Eskom Plant which feeds 
directly to the Duvha Power Station. If, however, the coal does not meet the required quality and requires washing, it 
will be trucked to the existing North Middlings Plant Tip. Here the coal will be washed and processed and then 
transported via an internal rail line to the South Eskom Plant feeding Duvha Power Station or the existing loadout area 
for export if required.  
 
Power: A 33 kV electrical unit will be connected to existing powerline infrastructure.  
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Water: Initially, mine water from the underground mine will be directed to a dewatering sump and pump area which will 
be located within the underground mining area at each of the seam workings. Water will be pumped from the dewatering 
sump and pump areas to the portal sump. From here, the water will be pumped to the above ground steel tank for the 
storage of mine impacted water to be developed on surface in the infrastructure area. When the worked-out areas 
underground have been created, two dewatering dams will be developed underground. Water collected from the No. 4L 
Seam sections will be pumped to an underground dewatering dam in the 4L Seam area. Water collected from the No. 
2 Seam and No. 1 Seam sections will be pumped to a second underground dewatering dam in the No. 2 Seam area. 
From each of the dewatering dams, water will be pumped to the mine impacted water steel tank. 
The portal sump will collect dirty water runoff from portal drains as well as water pumped from the underground as 
described above. Water from the portal sump will be pumped to the mine impacted water steel tank via a high density 
polyethylene (HDPE) pipeline with diameter less than 360 mm.  
Two water pipelines will be developed: 

 The raw/dirty water pipe will have an internal diameter of 450 mm or less, and will be used to pump water from 
one of the existing mine voids to the mine service reservoir. This pipeline will be bi-directional and will therefore 
also be used to pump water back from Dispatch Rider to one of the voids in the case of excessive water make. 
This pipeline will be established on surface, mainly along existing haul roads and will be covered with a topsoil 
berm for protection; 

 The potable water pipeline will have a 110 mm diameter and will link to the existing potable water supply at the 
rail loadout area.  

The mine service water reservoir will be a steel tank. Provision has been made for the treatment of water through a 
filtration unit, should it be needed. Waste generated from the unit will be managed according to the mine’s existing waste 
management system. 
 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

The following authorisations will be required for the proposed Dispatch Rider underground mine project: 
 

 An application in terms of section 102 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 
(MPRDA) (Act 28 of 2002) to amend the mining right to include the Dispatch Rider prospecting area; 
 

 Environmental Authorisation in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (NEMA) (Act 107 
of 1998) for activities listed in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations promulgated in 
December 2014 in terms of the NEMA, as amended. A Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) 
process is foreseen; 
 

 A Water Use Licence for the water uses as defined in Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 (NWA) (Act 
36 of 1998). The application for and Integrated Water Use Licence will be supported by an Integrated Water 
and Waste Management Plan (IWWMP). Consideration also has to be given to the requirements of GNR 704, 
Regulations on the use of water for mining and related activities, aimed at the protection of water resources as 
published in terms of the NWA, and will be addressed in the Integrated Water Use Licence Application. 

 
The current application is limited to the NEMA application, which will be used in support of the section 102 application 
in terms of the MPRDA. The applicant will directly apply for the section 102 application. The application for a water use 
licence will follow at a later stage and a separate public participation process will be conducted.  
The proposed additional infrastructure will likely trigger the activities below which are listed in the EIA Listing Notices 
published under Government Notice 325 and 327 of 7 April 2017.  
 
Activity Description of Activity Comment 
Listing Notice 1 of 2014, as amended (GNR 327 dated 7 April 2017) 
10 The development and related operation of infrastructure exceeding 1 000 metres in 

length for the bulk transportation of sewage, effluent, process water, waste water, 
return water, industrial discharge or slimes  
(i) with an internal diameter of 0,36 metres or more; or 
(ii) with a peak throughput of 120 litres per second or more; excluding where— 
(a) such infrastructure is for the bulk transportation of sewage, effluent, process 
water, waste water, return water, industrial discharge or slimes inside a road 
reserve or railway line reserve; or 
(b) where such development will occur within an urban area. 

Development of dirty water pipelines with an 
internal diameter of 450 mm diameter in excess 
of 1 000 m in length: 
 Pipeline between one of the mine voids and 

the mine service water reservoir (length to be 
confirmed pending a decision on which void 
will be used, but could exceed 1 000 m); 

 Pipeline between portal sump and mine 
impacted water steel tank could be in excess 
of 1 km, depending on final position; 

 Pipelines between the active workface 
underground and the underground sumps. 

14 The development and related operation of facilities or infrastructure, for the storage, 
or for the storage and handling, of a dangerous good, where such storage occurs in 
containers with a combined capacity of 80 cubic metres or more but not exceeding 
500 cubic metres. 

A fuel and lube bay will be developed at the 
workshop for the storage of 50 000 ℓ diesel, 
30 000 ℓ hydraulic oil and 10 000 ℓ engine oil. 
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Activity Description of Activity Comment 
Listing Notice 2 of 2014, as amended (GNR 325 dated 7 April 2017) 
6 The development of facilities or infrastructure for any process or activity which 

requires a permit or licence or an amended permit or licence in terms of national or 
provincial legislation governing the generation or release of emissions, pollution or 
effluent, excluding: 
(i) activities which are identified and included in Listing Notice 1 of 2014; 
(ii) activities which are included in the list of waste management activities published 
in terms of section 19 of the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 
(Act No. 59 of 2008) in which case the National Environmental Management: Waste 
Act, 2008 applies; 
(iii) the development of facilities or infrastructure for the treatment of effluent, 
polluted water, wastewater or sewage where such facilities have a daily throughput 
capacity of 2 000 cubic metres or less; or 
(iv) where the development is directly related to aquaculture facilities or 
infrastructure where the wastewater discharge capacity will not exceed 50 cubic 
metres per day. 

Infrastructure such as the ROM coal stockpiles, 
sumps, as well as dust suppression with mine 
impacted water will require a Section 21(g) water 
use licence. 

17 Any activity including the operation of that activity which requires a mining right as 
contemplated in section 22 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002), including - (a) associated infrastructure, structures 
and earthworks, directly related to the extraction of a mineral resource; or (b) the 
primary processing of a mineral resource including winning, extraction, classifying, 
concentrating, crushing, screening or washing. 

An application for the amendment of the MMS 
mining right area in terms of section 102 of the 
MPRDA to include the Dispatch Rider 
prospecting right area will be submitted to the 
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy. 

Listing Notice 3 of 2014, as amended (GNR 324 dated 7 April 2017) 
10 The development and related operation of facilities or infrastructure for the storage, 

or storage and handling of a dangerous good, where such storage occurs in 
containers with a combined capacity of 30 but not exceeding 80 cubic metres. 
 
(aa) A protected area  identified in terms of National Environmental Management: 
Protected Areas Act (NEM:PAA), excluding conservancies; 

A fuel and lube bay with a combined capacity of 
80 m3 will be developed at the workshop and will 
be located within an Ecological Support Area 
(ESA) identified by the Mpumalanga Biodiversity 
Sector Plan. It should, however, be noted that 
this ESA is based on a 100 m bufferzone around 
a Private Nature Reserve proclaimed in 1956 
(therefore regarded as a Protected Area in terms 
of NEMPAA), but which has not been managed 
as a protected area. 

 
The EA application entails a S&EIR process. During scoping, issues for investigation during the EIA phase are identified. 
This information is compiled into a Consultation Scoping Report (CSR) which will be available for public comment from 
28 March 2022. The Final Scoping Report will be submitted to the DMRE Mpumalanga Regional Office for approval in 
order to continue with the EIA phase.  
 
During the EIA phase, potential impacts are determined and management measures are proposed to mitigate negative 
impacts and enhance positive impacts. The Consultation EIA report, including an Environmental Management 
Programme (EMPr) will be made available for public comment and submitted to the DMRE for decision making.  
The EIA report will contain the results of specialist assessments, including studies on: 

 Socio-economic conditions 
 Biodiversity (fauna, flora and aquatics)  
 Agricultural Potential Assessment 
 Closure liability assessment and closure plans 

 Surface water assessment 
 Wetland assessment and hydropedology 
 Groundwater assessment (geohydrology) 
 Air Quality  

The information obtained through the specialist assessments will be used as a basis for the EA and any future 
applications. 
 

HOW CAN YOU BECOME INVOLVED? 

Stakeholders are invited to contact J&W to register as an I&AP for the EA application process and to comment on any 
of the reports that will be produced as part thereof. Comments raised during the process will be recorded in a Comments 
and Responses Report, which will form part of the reports that will be submitted to the authorities. The contributions 
made by stakeholders from all sectors of society will ensure informed decision-making. You are invited to participate 
freely and to submit any comments or information you feel may be useful to the process in writing. To ensure that you 
are registered as an I&AP and that you receive updated project information please complete the attached registration 
and comment form. 

Availability of the Consulta on Scoping Reports for your review 

The report is available for public review from 28 March to 4 May 2022 at the public places listed below. 

eMalahleni Library, 28 Hofmeyer St, eMalahleni, Tel: (013) 699 1057 (printed copy) 
Gerhard Sekoto Public Library, Wanderers Avenue, Middelburg, Tel: (013) 249 7314 
Please visit: www.jaws.co.za/public documents (electronic copy) 

You are encouraged to comment on the Consultation Scoping Report by sending an email or to contact the public 

participation practitioner by telephone.  
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Please complete this form and return it to Jones & Wagener by 4 May 2022 to ensure that you are registered as an 

Interested and Affected Party. By answering the questions below you will help us to develop a better understanding of 
your information requirements and concerns regarding the proposed project. Additional pages may be attached to the 

form. 

Personal information 

First Name and Surname:  

Please indicate whether you are registering as a 
Community / Organisation / Farm or Business and 
provide the name: 

 

Physical address:   

 

Telephone / Cell:  

Email:  

General interest in the project 

Do you have any specific comments regarding the proposed project to develop the Dispatch Rider underground mine? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you know of anyone who should be informed about the project, please provide their contact details: 

First Name and Surname:  
 
 
 

Community / Organisation / Farm:   

Address:   

 Telephone:  

 Cell:  

 Email:   

Please record the following comments I have on the Consultation Scoping Report: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kindly complete this form and return to:  Anelle Lötter, Jones & Wagener Pty) Ltd Engineering & Environmental 

Consultants, P O Box 1434, Rivonia, 2128, Tel: (011) 519 - 0200, Email: anelle@jaws.co.za 

Notice of an application for Environmental Authorisation for the proposed Dispatch Rider underground mine at 
the Middelburg Mine Services North Section for Seriti Power (Pty) Ltd in Steve Tshwete Local Municipality, 

Mpumalanga 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT SHEET 
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